Heparin-induced coagulopathy.
Intravenous heparin, at doses of 3.0 U./gm of body weight, produced an intravascular coagulopathy in rats which was manifested by intestinal tract hemorrhage, a reduction in plasma fibrinogen concentration, a rise in fibrinogen-fibrin degradation products, and the absence of a rise in platelet count noted in the control animals. This coagulopathy could not be produced by conventional anticoagulant doses of heparin or the injection of large doses of heparin in the presence of protamine sulfate. Specific studies excluded hypoxemia, metabolic acidosis, and endotoxemia as possible etiologic factors. The coagulation abnormalities observed in this study differ from those produced by injection of other polyanionic substances but their precise pathogenesis is still uncertain.